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Zurich, 31 May 2023 – PERILS, the independent Zurich-based organisation providing industry-wide catastrophe 

insurance data, has today announced the appointment of Christoph Oehy as Chief Executive Officer, effective 1 

November 2023.  

 

The announcement forms part of the company’s succession planning strategy following the decision by current 

CEO Luzi Hitz to step down from the role. 

 

Based in Zurich, Mr. Oehy will be responsible for leading the PERILS teams across Europe, Asia-Pacific, and 

Canada, ensuring that the company continues to improve the availability of insurance market data relating to 

natural catastrophes. In addition, he will lead the ongoing strategic development of the organisation, exploring 

opportunities to extend PERILS’ geographic footprint and expand its range of product offerings. 

 

Mr. Oehy brings over 20 years of international property and casualty underwriting experience to the position. He 

will join PERILS from Swiss Re, where he is currently Head of Facultative Property for several European countries. 

He joined Swiss Re in 2003 as a flood risk specialist and has held numerous senior roles, including leading the Cat 

Steering team responsible for managing the company’s natural catastrophe portfolio and heading the P&C treaty 

underwriting for Swiss Re Canada. 

 

Launched in 2009, PERILS currently provides industry-wide natural catastrophe exposure and loss data for events 
including windstorm, flood, fire, earthquake, and tropical cyclone across 21 countries. Most recently, the 
company expanded its territorial remit to include European flood and Japanese wind and flood. 
 
Christoph Oehy will succeed Luzi Hitz as CEO who after 1 November will continue to work at PERILS in the role of 
senior adviser. Mr. Hitz joined PERILS as CEO in 2009. 
 
Commenting on the announcement, Mr. Hitz said: “I am delighted to announce Christoph Oehy as the new CEO of 
PERILS. His extensive expertise and experience make him the ideal person to ensure that PERILS continues to 
expand its data potential. I feel privileged to have led PERILS for the last 14 years and thank our data providers, 
clients, the PERILS team, the PERILS board and our shareholders for their strong support over the years. I was 
convinced from day one that the PERILS value proposition of increasing the availability of catastrophe insurance 
data made sense and our success over the last 14 years has proved that.”  
 
Mr. Oehy added: “I am very excited and honoured to be taking on this role and, together with an exceptional 
team, look forward to building on what PERILS has achieved to date. I have experienced first-hand the many 
challenges the insurance industry faces in natural catastrophe insurance and recognise the criticality of 
comprehensive, accurate exposure and loss data in understanding the impact of natural disasters, particularly as 
the severity and frequency of such events increases. PERILS plays a vital data role and I’m eager to work with our 
data providers and clients as we look to explore new market opportunities.”  
 
Sibylle Steimen, PERILS Chairwoman, said: “Christoph Oehy is clearly a highly qualified and capable successor to 
our founding CEO Luzi Hitz. The PERILS board is fully confident that the handover of responsibility will be a very 
smooth process, ensuring we maintain our excellent relationships with our data providers and clients. We all look 
forward to the years ahead and are convinced that under Christoph’s leadership the PERILS team can elevate 
their products and services to the next level. I would also like to thank Luzi on behalf of the entire board for his 
stewardship and dedication which has made PERILS what it is today.” 
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About PERILS 
 
PERILS is an independent Zurich-based organisation providing industry-wide natural catastrophe exposure and 

event loss data. The PERILS Industry Exposure & Loss Database is available to all interested parties via annual 

subscription. The database contains industry property sums insured and event loss information on a CRESTA zone 

level and per property line of business. PERILS industry loss estimates provided via the PERILS Industry Loss Index 

Service can be used as triggers in insurance risk transactions such as industry loss warranty contracts (ILW) or 

insurance-linked securities (ILS). The service currently covers the following 18 countries: Australia, Austria, 

Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. In addition, PERILS industry exposure data are 

available for Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand. The use of PERILS exposure and loss data other than in 

conjunction with a valid PERILS License and according to its terms, by a Licensee or an Authorized User as defined 

in the License, is illegal and expressly forbidden. 

 

More information can be found on www.perils.org 
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